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EXCLUSIVE: Chinese virologist accuses Beijing of
coronavirus cover-up, flees Hong Kong: 'I know how they

treat whistleblowers'
Li-Meng Yan told Fox News that she believes China knew about the coronavirus well before it

claimed it did. She says her supervisors also ignored research she was doing that she believes
could have saved lives.

Published 43 mins ago·

 By Barnini Chakraborty, Alex Diaz | Fox News

Coronavirus Whistleblower: Exclusive Fox News Interview

Dr. Li-Meng Yan, a virologist from Hong Kong, tells Fox News in an exclusive interview about the early research she says she conducted into
COVID-19, and why she believes that research was withheld from the world.
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EXCLUSIVE: Hong Kong scientist Dr. Li-Meng Yan was stepping into uncharted territory.

Hours before she boarded an April 28 Cathay Paci�c �ight to the United States, the respected
doctor who specialized in virology and immunology at the Hong Kong School of Public Health had
plotted her escape, packing her bag and sneaking past the censors and video cameras on campus.

She had her passport and her purse and was about to leave all of her loved ones behind. If she was
caught, she knew she could be thrown in jail -- or, worse, rendered one of the "disappeared."

Yan told Fox News in an exclusive interview that she believes the Chinese government knew about
the novel coronavirus well before it claimed it did. She says her supervisors, renowned as some of
the top experts in the �eld, also ignored research she was doing at the onset of the pandemic that
she believes could have saved lives.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION SUBMITS NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL FROM WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION

She adds that they likely had an obligation to tell the world, given their status as a World Health
Organization reference laboratory specializing in in�uenza viruses and pandemics, especially as the
virus began spreading in the early days of 2020.

Yan, now in hiding, claims the government in the country where she was born is trying to shred her
reputation and accuses government goons of choreographing a cyber-attack against her in hopes of
keeping her quiet.

Yan believes her life is in danger. She fears she can never go back to her home and lives with the
hard truth that she’ll likely never see her friends or family there again.

CHINESE AUTHORITIES DETAIN OUTSPOKEN CRITIC OF XI JINPING

Still, she says, the risk is worth it.

"The reason I came to the U.S. is because I deliver the message of the truth of COVID," she told Fox
News from an undisclosed location.

She added that if she tried to tell her story in China, she "will be disappeared and killed."
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Photo of Dr. Li-Meng Yan at her wedding. (Yan)

Yan's story weaves an extraordinary claim about cover-ups at the highest levels of government and
seemingly exposes the obsessive compulsion of President Xi Jinping and his Communist Party to
control the coronavirus narrative: what China knew, when it knew it and what edited information it
peddled to the rest of the world.

CHINA CHURCHES ORDERED TO PRAISE XI JINPING'S HANDLING OF CORONAVIRUS BEFORE
REOPENING, WATCHDOG SAYS

Yan, who says she was one of the �rst scientists in the world to study the novel coronavirus, was
allegedly asked by her supervisor at the University/WHO reference lab, Dr. Leo Poon, in 2019 to look
into the odd cluster of SARS-like cases coming out of mainland China at the end of December 2019.

"The China government refused to let overseas experts, including ones in Hong Kong, do research in
China," she said. "So I turned to my friends to get more information."

Yan had an extensive network of professional contacts in various medical facilities in mainland
China, having grown up and completed much of her studies there. She says that is the precise
reason she was asked to conduct this kind of research, especially at a time when she says her team
knew they weren’t getting the whole truth from the government.

One friend, a scientist at the Center for Disease Control and Prevention in China, had �rst-hand
knowledge of the cases and purportedly told Yan on Dec. 31 about human-to-human transmission
well before China or the WHO admitted such spread was possible.

https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-church-coronavirus-reopen
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She reported some of these early �ndings back to her boss, Yan said.

"He just nodded," she recalled, and told her to keep working.

A few days later, on Jan. 9, 2020, the WHO put out a statement: "According to Chinese authorities,
the virus in question can cause severe illness in some patients and does not transmit readily
between people... There is limited information to determine the overall risk of this reported cluster.”

Dr. Li-Meng Yan in Hong Kong (Yan)

Yan said she and her colleagues across China discussed the peculiar virus but that she soon noted
a sharp shift in tone.

Doctors and researchers who had been openly discussing the virus suddenly clammed up. Those
from the city of Wuhan--which later would become the hub of the outbreak--went silent and others
were warned not to ask them details.

The doctors said, ominously, "We can't talk about it, but we need to wear masks,'" Yan said.

‘EMERGING EVIDENCE’ OF CORONAVIRUS AIRBORNE TRANSMISSION INDICATED BY WHO

Then the numbers of human-to-human transmission began to grow exponentially, according to her
sources, and Yan started digging for answers.

https://www.foxnews.com/health/who-emerging-evidence-coronavirus-airborne-transmission
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"There are many, many patients who don't get treatment on time and diagnosis on time," Yan said.
"Hospital doctors are scared, but they cannot talk. CDC staff are scared."

She said she reported her �ndings to her supervisor again on Jan. 16 but that's when he allegedly
told her "to keep silent, and be careful."

"As he warned me before, 'Don't touch the red line,'" Yan said referring to the government. "We will
get in trouble and we'll be disappeared."

She also claims the co-director of a WHO-a�liated lab, Professor Malik Peiris, knew but didn't do
anything about it.

Peiris also did not respond to requests for comment. The WHO website lists Peiris as an "adviser"
on the WHO International Health Regulations Emergency Committee for Pneumonia due to the
Novel Coronavirus 2019-nCoV.

Yan was frustrated, but not surprised.

"I already know that would happen because I know the corruption among this kind of international
organization like the WHO to China government, and to China Communist Party," she said. "So
basically... I accept it but I don't want this misleading information to spread to the world."

The WHO and China have vehemently denied claims of a coronavirus cover-up.

The WHO has also denied that Yan, Poon or Peiris ever worked directly for the organization.

https://www.who.int/immunization/sage/members/bio_peiris/en/
http://video.foxnews.com/v/6169011747001
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— Dr. Li-Meng Yan

— Dr. Li-Meng Yan

"Professor Malik Peiris is an infectious disease expert who has been on WHO missions and expert
groups - as are many people eminent in their �elds," WHO spokeswoman Margaret Ann Harris said
in an email. "That does not make him a WHO staff member, nor does he represent WHO."

HOUSE GOP ACCUSES CHINA, WHO OF 'FAILURE OF MONUMENTAL PROPORTIONS' IN SPREAD
OF CORONAVIRUS

Yan says despite any pushback, she has been emboldened by a sense of right and wrong and says
she had to speak up despite the personal and professional consequences.

"I know how they treat whistleblowers," she said.

"I know how they treat whistleblowers."

Like so many before her, once Yan decided to speak out against China, she discovered her life was
apparently in jeopardy, as well as that of those closest to her.

It was a fear directly relayed to her and seemingly con�rmed by U.S.-based Hong Kong blogger Lu
Deh, she says.

After she shared some of her theories and suspicions with him, he told her she would need to
relocate, perhaps to the United States, where she wouldn't have to constantly look over her shoulder.
Only then would she be safe and have a platform to speak, he said.

Yan made the decision to leave, but things got complicated when her husband of six years, who also
worked at her lab, discovered the telephone call between his wife and the blogger.

Yan told Fox News she begged her husband to go with her, and says while her spouse, a reputable
scientist himself, had initially been supportive of her research, he suddenly had a change of heart.

"He was totally pissed off," she said. "He blamed me, tried to ruin my con�dence... He said they will
kill all of us.'"

"He said, 'they will kill all of us.'"

Shocked and hurt, Yan made the decision to leave without him.

She got her ticket to the U.S. on April 27. She was on a �ight the next day.

When she landed at Los Angeles International Airport after her 13-hour journey, she was stopped by
customs o�cials.

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/house-gop-accuses-china-who-of-failure-of-monumental-proportions-in-spread-of-coronavirus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLTjg03CPEs
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Fear gripped her and Yan didn't know if she would end up in jail or be sent back to China.

"I had to tell them the truth," she said. "I'm doing the right thing. So I tell them that 'don't let me go
back to China. I'm the one who came to tell the truth here of COVID-19... And please protect me.
If not, the China government will kill me."

The FBI was allegedly called in to investigate. Yan claims they interviewed her for hours, took her
cell phone as evidence and allowed her to continue to her destination.

The FBI told Fox News it could neither con�rm nor deny Yan's claims; however, Fox News was
shown an evidence receipt that appeared to con�rm an interaction.

As Yan was trying to �nd her footing in America, she says her friends and family back home were
being put through the wringer.

Yan claims the government swarmed her hometown of Qingdao and that agents ripped apart her
tiny apartment and questioned her parents. When she contacted her mother and father, they
pleaded with her to come home, told her she didn't know what she was talking about and begged
her to give up the �ght.

The University of Hong Kong took down her page and apparently revoked access to her online
portals and emails, despite the fact that she says she was on an approved annual leave. In a
statement to Fox News, a school spokesperson said Yan is not currently an employee.

"Dr Li-Meng Yan is no longer a staff member of the University," the statement read. "Out of respect
for our current and former employees, we don’t disclose personal information about her. Your
understanding is appreciated."

https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/fbi
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The Chinese Embassy in the United States told Fox News they don't know who Yan is and maintain
China has handled the pandemic heroically.

"We have never heard of this person," the emailed statement read. "The Chinese government has
responded swiftly and effectively to COVID-19 since its outbreak. All its efforts have been clearly
documented in the white paper "Fighting COVID-19: China in Action" with full transparency. Facts tell
all."

The WHO has also continued to deny any wrongdoing during the earliest days of the virus. The
medical arm of the United Nations has been taken to task recently by scientists challenging its
o�cial view of how the virus spreads. The WHO has also altered the coronavirus timeline on its
website, now saying it got information about the virus from WHO scientists and not the Beijing
authorities--as it has claimed for more than six months.

CLICK HERE FOR THE FOX NEWS APP 

Fox News has also reached out to the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the scientists Yan
accuses of suppressing her concerns for comment.

Yan says she'll continue to speak out--but knows there's a target on her back.

You can �nd Barnini Chakraborty on Twitter @Barnini.

https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products?pid=AppArticleLink
https://twitter.com/barnini?lang=en
http://video.foxnews.com/v/6170123946001
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Wuhan lab had three live bat coronaviruses: 
Chinese state media

Watch Live: Trump, First Lady participate in Memorial Day event at Fort McHenry

AFP • May 24, 2020

The Chinese virology institute at the centre of US allegations it 

may have been the source of the COVID-19 pandemic has three 

live strains of bat coronavirus on-site, but none match the new 

global contagion, its director has said.

Scientists think COVID-19 -- which first emerged in the central 

Chinese city of Wuhan and has killed more than 340,000 people 

worldwide -- originated in bats and could have been transmitted 

to people via another mammal.

But the director of the Wuhan Institute of Virology told state 

broadcaster CGTN that claims made by US President Donald 

Trump and others the virus could have leaked from the facility 

were "pure fabrication".
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In the interview filmed on May 13 but broadcast Saturday night, 

Wang Yanyi said the centre has "isolated and obtained some 

coronaviruses from bats".

"Now we have three strains of live viruses... But their highest 

similarity to SARS-CoV-2 only reaches 79.8 percent," she said, 

referring to the coronavirus strain that causes COVID-19.

Related Video: Vaccination and the Immune System

One of their research teams, led by Professor Shi Zhengli, has 

been researching bat coronaviruses since 2004 and focused on 

the "source tracing of SARS", the strain behind another virus 

outbreak nearly two decades ago.

"We know that the whole genome of SARS-CoV-2 is only 80 

percent similar to that of SARS. It's an obvious difference," she 

said.

"So, in Professor Shi's past research, they didn't pay attention to 

such viruses which are less similar to the SARS virus."

- Plans for more labs -

Conspiracy rumours that the biosafety lab was involved in the 

outbreak swirled online for months before Trump and US 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo brought the theory into the 

mainstream by claiming that there is evidence the pathogen 

came from the institute.

The United States and Australia have called in recent weeks for 

an investigation into the origins of the pandemic.

Chinese scientists have said that the virus first emerged at a 

market selling live animals in Wuhan, though officials in Beijing 

more recently cast doubt about its origins.

Chinese Foreign minister Wang Yi on Sunday blasted what he 

called efforts by US politicians to "fabricate rumours" about the 

pathogen's origins and "stigmatise China".

He said China would be "open" to international cooperation to 

identify the source of the novel coronavirus, as long as any 

investigation is "free of political interference".

…
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The World Health Organization has said Washington offered no 

evidence to support the "speculative" claims about the Wuhan 

lab.

The Wuhan lab has said it received samples of the then-

unknown virus on December 30, determined the viral genome 

sequence on January 2 and submitted information on the 

pathogen to the WHO on January 11.

Wang Yanyi said in the interview that before it received samples 

in December, their team had never "encountered, researched or 

kept the virus".

"In fact, like everyone else, we didn't even know the virus 

existed," she said. "How could it have leaked from our lab when 

we never had it?"

At a press conference Sunday, Zhao Chenxin, deputy secretary-

general of the National Development and Reform Commission, 

said every Chinese prefecture must have its own P3 laboratory to 

ramp up preparations against infectious diseases.

Apart from the P3 lab plans -- the second-highest biosafety 

classification for labs handling pathogens -- Zhao said each city 

should also have a lower-level P2 laboratory so they could 

"quickly respond in a major epidemic".

The Wuhan institute has both P3 and P4 labs.

Watch live: New York Governor Cuomo gives 
coronavirus update
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April 01, 2020 8:15 AM Updated on April 01, 2020 10:21 AM

China Concealed Extent of Virus Outbreak, 
U.S. Intelligence Says
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Report submitted to White House on China’s under-count 
U.S. has publicly reported more than twice as many cases 

Airport employees wear full body protective suits at Pudong International Airport in Shanghai on 
March 28. Photographer: Qilai Shen/Bloomberg

China has concealed the extent of the coronavirus outbreak 
in its country, under-reporting both total cases and deaths 
it’s suffered from the disease, the U.S. intelligence 
community concluded in a classified report to the White 
House, according to three U.S. officials.

The officials asked not to be identified because the report is 
secret, and they declined to detail its contents. But the 
thrust, they said, is that China’s public reporting on cases 
and deaths is intentionally incomplete. Two of the officials 
said the report concludes that China’s numbers are fake.

The report was received by the White House last week, one 
of the officials said.

The outbreak began in China’s Hubei province in late 2019, 
but the country has publicly reported only about 82,000 
cases and 3,300 deaths, according to data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins University. That compares to more than 
189,000 cases and more than 4,000 deaths in the U.S., 
which has the largest publicly reported outbreak in the 
world.
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Communications staff at the White House and the Chinese 
embassy in Washington didn’t immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

“The reality is that we could have been better off if China 
had been more forthcoming,” Vice President Mike Pence 
said Wednesday on CNN. “What appears evident now is that 
long before the world learned in December that China was 
dealing with this, and maybe as much as a month earlier 
than that, that the outbreak was real in China.

While China eventually imposed a strict lockdown beyond 
those of less autocratic nations, there has been considerable 
skepticism toward China’s reported numbers, both outside 
and within the country. The Chinese government has 
repeatedly revised its methodology for counting cases, for 
weeks excluding people without symptoms entirely, and 
only on Tuesday added more than 1,500 asymptomatic 
cases to its total.

Stacks of thousands of urns outside funeral homes in Hubei 
province have driven public doubt in Beijing’s reporting.

Republican lawmakers in the U.S. have been particularly 
harsh about China’s role in the outbreak. Enhancing 
Beijing’s role in the pandemic could be politically helpful to 
President Donald Trump, who has sought to shift blame for 
the U.S. outbreak away from his administration’s delays in 
achieving widespread testing for the virus and mobilizing 
greater production of supplies such as face masks and 
hospital ventilators.

“The claim that the United States has more coronavirus 
deaths than China is false,” Senator Ben Sasse, a Nebraska 
Republican, said in a statement after Bloomberg News 
published its report. “Without commenting on any 
classified information, this much is painfully obvious: The 
Chinese Communist Party has lied, is lying, and will 
continue to lie about coronavirus to protect the regime.”

Deborah Birx, the State Department immunologist advising 
the White House on its response to the outbreak, said 
Tuesday that China’s public reporting influenced 
assumptions elsewhere in the world about the nature of the 
virus.

Read More: Drugs Trump Touted for Covid-19 Treatment 
Added to Shortage List
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“The medical community made -- interpreted the Chinese 
data as: This was serious, but smaller than anyone 
expected,” she said at a news conference on Tuesday. 
“Because I think probably we were missing a significant 
amount of the data, now that what we see happened to Italy 
and see what happened to Spain.”

China isn’t the only country with suspect public reporting. 
Western officials have pointed to Iran, Russia, Indonesia 
and especially North Korea, which has not reported a single 
case of the disease, as probable under-counts. Others 
including Saudi Arabia and Egypt may also be playing down 
their numbers.

Read More: Mapping the Outbreak Across the World

U.S. Secretary of State Michael Pompeo has publicly urged 
China and other nations to be transparent about their 
outbreaks. He has repeatedly accused China of covering up 
the extent of the problem and being slow to share 
information, especially in the weeks after the virus first 
emerged, and blocking offers of help from American 
experts.

“This data set matters,” he said at a news conference in 
Washington on Tuesday. The development of medical 
therapies and public-health measures to combat the virus 
“so that we can save lives depends on the ability to have 
confidence and information about what has actually 
transpired,” he said.

“I would urge every nation: Do your best to collect the data. 
Do your best to share that information,” he said. “We’re 
doing that.”

— With assistance by Justin Sink

(Updates with Pence’s comment in sixth paragraph)
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